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Meeting Minutes – March 11, 2019 

 
 
 

Members Present     Staff  Present 
Jay Walsh      Patrick Hoban, Economic Development Mgr.  
Richard Osty      Kathy Congreve, Commission Secretary  
Christine Obbagy 
Dino Sanfillippo      Members Not Present    
Dennis Reidy      Yaser Elkayyal  
Paul Spass       Diane Galante   
Jim Fuentes      Mark Wendling  
   
Guests Present 
Cynthia Cecott and her father, Jim 
 
 
Chairman Walsh called the March 11, 2019 Economic & Commercial Commission meeting to order at 
6:31 p.m. There was a motion made by Jim Fuentes, seconded by Dino Sanfillippo, to approve the 
minutes from the February 11, 2019 ECC meeting; motion carried.  
There was a motion made by Jim Fuentes, seconded by Christine Obbagy, to approve the agenda for 
tonight’s meeting; motion carried.  
 
Introduction of Guests – Cynthia Cecott, the owner of the Veterinary Clinic of Tinley Park, introduced 
herself and her father Jim. 
 
Chairman’s Report – The Community Development report for February was distributed. There’s been 
more conversations on the Bremen Station property. The groundbreaking for Melody Square is 
Wednesday, March 13th at 4:00 p.m. 
 
New Business/Old Business – 
 
Veterinary Clinic of Tinley Park OPA Grant: 
Patrick gave an overview of the grant applications; the business qualifies for every grant except the retail 
grant. The grants will cover the existing property and the adjoining property they are acquiring: 17745-
17747 Oak Park Avenue. Cynthia has already had a pre-construction meeting; they are ready to go after 
approval. 
Jim Fuentes made a motion to recommend the approval of the $15,250 Façade Grant, $4,433 Sign Grant, 
$5,000 Landscaping Grant, and a $33,627 Code Compliance Grant totaling $58,310 in renovations. The 
motion was seconded by Christine Obbagy; all were in favor. 
The recommendation will go before the Economic Development and Marketing Committee on the 19th then 
to the Board for approval. 
 
Staff Report –  
Patrick gave updates on existing projects and things going on. Kmart is down to three, but he couldn’t go 
over the uses with the commission yet. Kevin Gomulka, the new Business Retention Specialist, started a 
couple of weeks ago and has already contacted 77 businesses and made some visits.  
Next month will be the first Quarterly Strategic Plan update; Patrick will go through the activity list and 
show the commissioners where the activities are lining up with the Strategic Plan. They will also look at 
what they might want to add to the Plan; the Planning Dept. wants them to take a look at a recommendation 
for millennial housing and whether there’s a demand for that. 



A commissioner questioned whether a study has been done on the need for senior housing. Patrick stated 
that once we know what’s going on with the Mental Health Center property, Freidman will be running an 
analysis off of what Melody Square proposed, to see what the return on investment will be.  
 
Trustee Report – Trustee Berg was not in attendance.  
 
Comments from the Public – none 
 
Commissioner Reidy brought up a topic for discussion. He expressed his concerns that there’s nothing that 
the village is getting back (in terms of new jobs, sales tax revenue, etc.) from the grants given today. Patrick 
explained that in this case, it’s more for beautification and other commissioners agreed that there’s value in 
that. Another commissioner suggested that if we ever get to a point where we’re capped out on grants funds 
in a year, that we should look at priority being given to businesses that provide a return on investment for 
the village. There was more discussion on other properties and how we might address those grants requests, 
be it by owner or by unit. 
 
Jay stated that he and Patrick will be sitting down to talk about the feedback that Patrick got from the group 
that came in for the audit. Also at the next meeting during Jay’s Chairman’s Report, he’d like to have some 
ideas on where Patrick should be spending his time. 
 
There was a motion made by Jim Fuentes and seconded by Richard Osty, to adjourn the meeting. Vote by 
voice call. All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 7:17 p.m. 


